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1.

Evaluate the socio-political and cultural significance of the Samakka-Sarakka resistance against
the Kakatiyas. How has this revolt been remembered in the collective consciousness of Telangana?

Introduction

The 13th-century tribal uprising led by Samakka and Sarakka against the Kakatiya Empire stands as a
remarkable episode of resistance against imperial authority in Telangana’s history. Rooted in the
folklore of the Koya tribal community, this resistance carries enduring socio-political and cultural
significance, continuing to inspire generations across Telangana.

I. Socio-Political Significance of the Revolt
1. Assertion of Tribal Autonomy

The revolt was a reaction to the Kakatiya rulers' imposition of taxes during a severe drought, which
disproportionately affected the Koya tribals.

The defiance led by Samakka and her daughter Sarakka reflects a tribal assertion of autonomy,
challenging centralized authority over local socio-economic systems.

. Proto-Resistance Against Exploitation

The conflict symbolizes early resistance against feudal and oppressive systems, particularly when
the state attempted to extract resources from already vulnerable communities.

Samakka’s leadership during the armed confrontation galvanized local support and turned her into a
political symbol of justice and resistance.

. Role of Women in Tribal Resistance

The leadership of Samakka and Sarakka underlines the significant role of women in tribal political
life and community leadership—challenging patriarchal norms in medieval India.

II. Cultural Significance and Legacy

1.

Transformation into Folk Deities
After her disappearance, Samakka was deified by the Koya tribes, transforming from a historical
figure into a mythical guardian of the people.

Her story is preserved through oral traditions, ritual songs, and local folklore, reinforcing her divine
status.

. Medaram Jathara — Cultural Commemoration

The biennial Medaram Jathara in Mulugu district of Telangana is the largest tribal religious
gathering in the world, attracting over 10 million devotees.

Notably, the festival is free of Brahmanical or Vedic rituals, marking it as a purely tribal tradition
and a celebration of indigenous faith and resistance.

. Cultural Identity and Social Unity

The festival and the story of the revolt play a crucial role in affirming tribal identity and promoting
inter-community solidarity across castes and regions within Telangana.




III. Collective Memory and Contemporary Relevance

1. Symbol of Resistance in Popular Discourse

e The Samakka-Sarakka revolt is frequently invoked in movements for tribal rights, environmental
justice, and land autonomy.

e It stands as a cultural symbol of empowerment for marginalized communities.

2. Tourism and Awareness

e Recognized by the Government of Telangana and supported by the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
the Medaram Jathara serves as a tool for cultural diplomacy, tourism, and tribal welfare awareness.

Conclusion

The resistance of Samakka and Sarakka against the might of the Kakatiya Empire transcends its
historical moment, evolving into a symbol of socio-political resistance, cultural pride, and spiritual
reverence in Telangana. Their legacy continues to thrive in the collective memory of the people,
particularly through the Medaram Jathara, reinforcing narratives of justice, autonomy, and unity
among both tribal and non-tribal communities in the region.

2. Discuss the reformative measures undertaken by Salar Jung I. How did his administrative and socio-
economic reforms contribute to the modernization of Hyderabad State?

Introduction

Mir Turab Ali Khan, popularly known as Salar Jung I, served as the Prime Minister of Hyderabad State from
1853 to 1883. A visionary administrator and reformer, he is credited with laying the foundations of modern
governance and economic transformation in Hyderabad. His reformative measures in administration,

infrastructure, and socio-economic development were instrumental in modernizing the princely state during
British India.

I. Administrative Reforms

1. Bureaucratic Restructuring

e Introduced a modern civil service system, reducing dependence on feudal nobles.

e Organized the administration into clearly defined departments, each headed by accountable officials.

e Implemented systematic record-keeping and financial management, enhancing transparency and efficiency.

2. Judiciary and Police Reforms

Established modern courts to replace arbitrary feudal justice.
e Reorganized the police system to ensure law and order across urban and rural areas.

II. Infrastructural Development
1. Introduction of Railways

e Initiated the construction of the Sholapur-Hyderabad rail line (1862), later extended to Wadi and
Secunderabad by 1874.

e Chose the broad gauge system—ahead of its time—demonstrating long-term vision and commitment to
integration with pan-Indian networks.

2. Connectivity and Urban Growth

e Railways improved connectivity between rural areas and urban centers, enabling the growth of Hyderabad as
an economic hub.

o Stimulated urbanization and industrial activity, particularly in Secunderabad and Warangal.

II1. Socio-Economic Reforms
1. Trade and Market Expansion

e Rail infrastructure boosted the movement of agricultural produce and raw materials, leading to expanded
market linkages.

e FEnabled the development of local industries, and increased trade with British India and beyond.




2. Education and Social Policies

¢ Promoted education reforms with the establishment of schools and libraries.
o Encouraged western-style learning, while still respecting traditional institutions.

IV. Fiscal and Policy Innovations
1. Economic Incentives for Infrastructure
o Introduced land grants and financial incentives to attract private investment in railway construction.

e Despite early financial losses (e.g., 37 lakh annual deficit from railway expenditure), his long-term planning
ensured economic viability and sustainable growth.

2. Encouragement of Industrialization

e Focused on developing infrastructure to support local industries, laying the groundwork for later industrial
expansion in textiles, metalwork, and handicrafts.

V. Legacy and Long-Term Impact

o Salar Jung I's reforms brought Hyderabad State in line with emerging modern states of 19th-century India.

o His administrative efficiency and infrastructural initiatives paved the way for modern governance, influencing
not only Hyderabad but also post-independence Indian administrative frameworks.

o The Salar Jung Museum in Hyderabad stands as a testament to his cultural and reformative legacy.

Conclusion

The reformative measures of Salar Jung I were pivotal in transforming Hyderabad from a feudal entity into a
modern, progressive state. Through his visionary leadership in administration, infrastructure, and socio-
economic planning, he ensured that Hyderabad kept pace with the broader changes occurring across British India.
His legacy remains embedded in the modern administrative ethos and development paradigms of Telangana
and India at large.




