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1.

Tourism has emerged as a key driver of regional development in Telangana. Analyze the growth
potential of the tourism sector and evaluate the effectiveness of government initiatives in
promoting it.

Introduction

Tourism is a vital catalyst for economic diversification, employment generation, and cultural
preservation. In Telangana, the tourism sector is increasingly contributing to regional development,
especially through infrastructure development, livelthood opportunities, and promotion of the state’s rich
cultural and natural heritage. The recent surge in tourist inflow—an 89.84% increase in domestic and
1056% increase in foreign tourists from 2021-22 to 2022-23—underscores its expanding potential.

Growth Potential of the Tourism Sector in Telangana

1.

o

Religious and Spiritual Tourism

Sites like Yadadri, Bhadrachalam, Thousand Pillar Temple, and Sammakka-Sarakka Jatara attract
millions of pilgrims.

Emerging destinations include Kanha Shanti Vanam and Pyramid Meditation Center, promoting
wellness tourism.

The Statue of Equality of Ramanujacharya has become a new national attraction.

. Heritage and Cultural Tourism

Historical landmarks like Charminar, Golconda Fort, Ramappa Temple (UNESCO site), and Qutb
Shahi Tombs offer immense potential.
Warangal and Hyderabad serve as heritage tourism hubs.

. Eco and Adventure Tourism

Scenic spots like Kuntala Falls, Kawal Tiger Reserve, and Amrabad Tiger Safari cater to nature
lovers.
Adventure sports like trekking in Vikarabad and rock climbing in Bhongir are gaining popularity.

. Medical and Wellness Tourism

Hyderabad has emerged as a medical tourism hub with top hospitals like Apollo and KIMS.
A proposed 1,000-acre medical and wellness hub aims to consolidate services for international
patients.

. MICE Tourism (Meetings, Incentives, Conventions, Exhibitions)

Hyderabad’s global connectivity and infrastructure have made it a hub for MICE tourism, with events
like the FTCCI MICE Conclave.

Evaluation of Government Initiatives

Infrastructure and Facilities: Haritha hotels, homestays (e.g., Ananthagiri Hills), and logistics during
events like Sammakka Jatara demonstrate effective public service delivery.

Policy and Institutional Support: TS-iPASS for tourism ensures faster clearances, while PPP models
drive investments in events and facilities.




e Marketing and Events: Year-long cultural events such as the National Photography Festival,
International Kite Festival, and Buddha Purnima celebrations have enhanced the state’s tourism
profile.

o Tour Packages: Special packages to Srisailam, Tirupati, and wildlife zones help integrate religious
and eco-tourism.

Conclusion

Telangana possesses the natural, cultural, and infrastructural assets required to evolve into a major
tourism destination. While government initiatives have shown promising results, further success will
depend on a comprehensive tourism policy, increased budget allocations, and leveraging digital
platforms to enhance tourist experience and visibility. With strategic focus, tourism can continue to drive
balanced regional development across Telangana.

2. Critically examine the regional disparities in sex ratio and literacy rates across districts of
Telangana. What underlying factors contribute to this variability?

Introduction

Sex ratio and literacy rate are key socio-economic indicators that reflect the status of gender equity and
human development in a region. Telangana, despite being a rapidly developing state, displays
considerable inter-district disparities in these parameters, shaped by socio-cultural, economic, and
infrastructural factors.

Regional Disparities in Sex Ratio

o The overall sex ratio in Telangana is 988 females per 1000 males.

e It varies from 950 in Rangareddy (lowest) to 1046 in Nirmal (highest), with a median of 996.

e Urban districts such as Hyderabad, Medchal, and Rangareddy record lower sex ratios, while tribal
and rural districts such as Nirmal, Komaram Bheem, and Bhadradri Kothagudem fare better.

Contributing Factors
1. Urbanization and Migration
o Male-dominated migration to urban hubs like Hyderabad and Rangareddy distorts the sex ratio.

2. Patriarchal Social Norms
o Preference for male children and sex-selective practices are more prevalent in urbanized and semi-
urban belts.

3. Cultural Practices and Tribal Influence
o Tribal-dominated districts (e.g., Mulugu, Adilabad) with matrilineal influences show better gender
parity.

4. Impact of Welfare Schemes
o Initiatives like Kalyana Lakshmi, Shaadi Mubarak, and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao aim to improve
gender equity but require better implementation in low-performing districts.

Regional Disparities in Literacy Rates
e The state’s overall literacy rate is 66.54%, with male literacy at 75.04% and female literacy at
57.99%.




Urban areas like Hyderabad (83%) significantly outperform rural districts such as Jogulamba
Gadwal, Narayanpet, and Mulugu (below 55%).

Contributing Factors

1.

O

Urban-Rural Divide
Urban districts benefit from better access to schools, transport, and digital resources, while rural
areas suffer from poor infrastructure.

. Educational Infrastructure Gaps

Shortage of teachers and closure of low-enrollment schools (e.g., single-teacher schools) reduce
learning outcomes in backward districts.

. Economic Backwardness and Child Labour

In tribal and SC/ST-dominated regions, child labour and poverty result in high dropout rates.
Government reports show 35% dropout rate among SC/ST students.

. Gender Disparity in Education

Deep-rooted patriarchy leads to lower literacy among females, especially in economically backward
regions.

. Policy and Budget Constraints

Telangana's budgetary allocation to education (18,500 crore) is among the lowest in top 20 states,
impacting capacity building.

Conclusion

The disparities in sex ratio and literacy rates across Telangana’s districts stem from a mix of structural,
cultural, and economic inequalities. Bridging these gaps requires targeted interventions, enhanced
public investment, and community-level sensitization to promote gender equity and universal
education, especially in rural and tribal belts.




