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1. Discuss the role of Christian missionaries during the colonial period in India. How did their activities influence 

Indian society, particularly in the fields of education, culture, and social reforms?  

 

Introduction 

Christian missionaries played a complex and multifaceted role in India during the colonial period. While their primary 

aim was often religious conversion, their activities significantly influenced Indian society, particularly in the fields of 

education, culture, and social reform. 

 

Early Missionary Activities: 

Early missionary efforts, primarily by Portuguese Catholics, focused on coastal regions. However, it was during the 

British colonial period that missionary activity intensified, with various Protestant denominations establishing a 

presence across the country. 

 

Influence on Education: 

• Pioneers of Modern Education: Missionaries were instrumental in establishing modern educational 

institutions in India. They founded schools and colleges that offered Western education, often incorporating 

scientific and rationalist ideas alongside religious teachings. Example: The establishment of Serampore College 

by William Carey and his colleagues. 

• Spread of Literacy: Missionaries contributed significantly to the spread of literacy, particularly among lower 

castes and marginalized communities. They developed vernacular languages and translated texts, making 

education accessible to a wider population. Example: The work of Robert de Nobili in adapting to local customs 

and languages. 

• Focus on Women's Education: Missionaries were pioneers in promoting women's education, establishing 

schools and colleges specifically for girls. This played a crucial role in empowering women and challenging 

traditional gender roles. Example: The establishment of the Bethune College in Calcutta. 

 

Influence on Culture: 

• Impact on Languages and Literature: Missionaries contributed to the development of Indian languages by 

producing grammars, dictionaries, and translations of religious and secular texts. They also played a role in the 

growth of vernacular literature. Example: The translation of the Bible into various Indian languages. 

• Introduction of Printing Press: The establishment of printing presses by missionaries facilitated the 

dissemination of knowledge and ideas. This played a vital role in the growth of journalism, literature, and social 

reform movements. Example: The Serampore Mission Press. 

• Influence on Art and Architecture: While some missionaries promoted Western artistic styles, others 

appreciated and studied Indian art and architecture. This led to a cross-cultural exchange of ideas and 

influences. Example: The development of Indo-Saracenic architecture. 

 

Influence on Social Reforms: 

• Campaign against Social Evils: Missionaries actively campaigned against various social evils prevalent in Indian 

society, such as Sati, child marriage, and caste discrimination. Their efforts contributed to raising awareness 

about these issues and mobilizing public opinion for reform. Example: The role of missionaries in the abolition 

of Sati. 

• Upliftment of Marginalized Communities: Missionaries worked among marginalized communities, including 

Dalits and Adivasis, providing them with access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities. Their 

work helped to improve the social and economic conditions of these communities. Example: The work of 

missionaries among tribal communities in central India. 



• Healthcare Initiatives: Missionaries established hospitals and dispensaries, providing access to modern 

healthcare in both urban and rural areas. They played a crucial role in improving public health and combating 

diseases. Example: The establishment of hospitals and medical colleges by missionaries. 

 

Complexities and Criticisms: 

While the contributions of Christian missionaries are undeniable, it's important to acknowledge the complexities and 

criticisms associated with their work: 

• Religious Conversion: The primary aim of many missionaries was religious conversion, which sometimes 

involved culturally insensitive practices and a disregard for local beliefs. This led to tensions and resistance in 

some communities. 

• Colonial Linkages: Missionaries were often seen as agents of colonial rule, and their activities were sometimes 

used to justify British imperialism. This association tainted their image in the eyes of some Indians. 

• Selective Reform Efforts: Some critics argue that missionaries focused on reforming certain social practices 

while ignoring others, often reflecting their own cultural biases. 

 

Conclusion: 

Christian missionaries played a significant role in shaping modern India, particularly in the fields of education, culture, 

and social reform. Their contributions to the spread of literacy, the development of modern education, and the 

campaign against social evils are undeniable. However, it's crucial to acknowledge the complexities and criticisms 

associated with their work, particularly regarding religious conversion and their association with colonial rule. Their 

legacy remains a subject of debate and discussion, highlighting the intricate interplay between religion, colonialism, 

and social change in India. 

 

2. Provide an overview of peasant movements during the National struggle phase and their characteristics. 

Peasant movements played a crucial role during the national struggle phase in India, reflecting the agrarian distress 

and exploitation faced by the rural population under British colonial rule. These movements were characterized by 

their spontaneous nature, widespread participation, and often violent confrontations with colonial authorities and 

landlords. 

 

Key Peasant Movements 

1. Indigo Rebellion (1859-60): 

• Location: Bengal 

• Background: Indigo planters, backed by the British, forced peasants to grow indigo under oppressive 

conditions. The indigo dye was highly profitable for the British but detrimental to the soil and unprofitable for 

the peasants. 

• The rebellion saw widespread refusal to cultivate indigo, organized strikes, and violent clashes. The movement 

gained significant support and led to the establishment of the Indigo Commission by the British, which 

acknowledged the grievances of the peasants. 

 

2. Deccan Riots (1875): 

• Location: Maharashtra 

• Background: Excessive taxation and exploitation by moneylenders led to severe economic distress among 

peasants in the Deccan region. The immediate trigger was the confiscation of land by moneylenders due to 

unpaid debts. 

• The riots were marked by attacks on moneylenders' properties, burning of debt records, and collective action 

against oppressive practices. The British government responded by passing the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief 

Act to address some of the grievances. 

 

3. Champaran Satyagraha (1917): 

• Location: Bihar 

• Background: Under the Tinkathia system, peasants were forced to grow indigo on a portion of their land and 

sell it at fixed prices to European planters. This system led to severe exploitation. 



• Led by Mahatma Gandhi, the movement used non-violent resistance and civil disobedience to demand the 

abolition of the Tinkathia system. It was successful in drawing national attention to the plight of the peasants 

and led to significant reforms. 

 

4. Kheda Satyagraha (1918):  

• Location: Gujarat 

• Background: A severe drought had affected crop yields, but the British insisted on full tax payment. Peasants 

in Kheda district faced economic hardship and starvation. 

• Gandhi, along with Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, led the movement which involved non payment of taxes, peaceful 

protests, and petitions. The government eventually suspended the tax collection, marking a victory for the 

peasants. 

 

5. Bardoli Satyagraha (1928): 

• Location: Gujarat 

• Background: Increased land revenue assessments despite poor agricultural conditions led to widespread 

discontent among peasants in Bardoli. 

• Led by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the movement involved non-payment of taxes, boycotts, and mass 

mobilization. The successful resistance forced the British to roll back the increased revenue demands and 

earned Patel the title of "Sardar." 

 

6. Tebhaga Movement (1946-47): 

• Location: Bengal 

• Background: Sharecroppers (bargadars) demanded two-thirds of the produce from their lands, instead of the 

existing one-third, in the context of increased economic hardship and food scarcity. 

• The movement involved organized protests, refusal to hand over produce to landlords, and violent clashes. 

Although it was brutally suppressed, it highlighted the acute agrarian issues and influenced subsequent land 

reforms. 

 

7. Telangana Rebellion (1946-51): 

• Location: Hyderabad 

• Background: Feudal exploitation, excessive taxation, and oppressive practices by landlords (zamindars) under 

the Nizam's rule led to widespread agrarian distress. o The rebellion was initially spontaneous but later 

organized by the Communist Party of India. It involved armed struggle, establishment of village communes, 

and seizure of land from landlords. The rebellion was eventually suppressed by the Indian government, but it 

significantly influenced land reforms in post-independence India. 

 

General Characteristics of Peasant Movements 

1. Spontaneity and Grassroots Nature: 

• Most peasant movements began spontaneously as reactions to immediate economic distress and exploitation. 

They were often grassroots movements, driven by the direct involvement of the affected peasants. 

 

2. Economic Grievances: 

• The primary drivers of these movements were economic issues such as high taxation, land revenue demands, 

exploitation by moneylenders and landlords, and unfavourable terms of trade for agricultural produce. 

 

3. Leadership and Organization: 

• Initially, many movements lacked formal leadership and were loosely organized. However, over time, leaders 

such as Gandhi, Sardar Patel, and members of the Communist Party played crucial roles in organizing and 

directing the movements. 
 

4. Methods of Protest: 

• The methods of protest varied from non-violent resistance and civil disobedience, as seen in the Champaran 

and Bardoli movements, to armed struggle and violent confrontations, as in the Telangana rebellion. 



5. Mass Mobilization: 

• Peasant movements often involved large-scale mobilization, with entire communities participating in strikes, 

protests, and boycotts. This mass participation was crucial in exerting pressure on colonial authorities. 

 

6. Impact on National Movement: 

Highlighting Rural Issues: 

• They brought attention to the problems faced by rural India, emphasizing the importance of agrarian concerns. 

 

Involving Peasants in the National Movement: 

• Peasants were mobilized and actively involved in the national movement, increasing the movement's base and 

impact. 

 

Influence on Strategies and Policies: 

• The movements influenced the strategies and policies of the Indian National Congress and other political 

organizations, shaping their approach to the independence struggle. 

 

Conclusion 

Peasant movements during the national struggle phase were pivotal in shaping India's fight for independence and 

addressing agrarian issues. They brought to the forefront the economic exploitation and social injustices faced by rural 

communities, and their characteristics of spontaneity, grassroots involvement, and mass mobilization left a lasting 

impact on the Indian national movement and post-independence agrarian reforms. 


