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1. Discuss the development of transport and communication infrastructure under the sixth and seventh 

Nizams. Highlight key projects and their role in promoting socio-economic growth. 

 

The sixth and seventh Nizams of Hyderabad, Mir Mahboob Ali Khan and Mir Osman Ali Khan, were 
instrumental in developing the transport and communication infrastructure of Hyderabad State. Their 

initiatives significantly enhanced connectivity, facilitated trade, and contributed to the socio-economic 
progress of the region. 

 

Key Projects and Developments 

1. Railway Infrastructure 

• Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway (NGSR): Established in 1870, this railway network linked 

Hyderabad State with the broader Indian railway system. The line from Wadi to Secunderabad 

(completed in 1874) enabled efficient transport of goods like cotton and coal, boosting the 
economy. 

• Nampally Railway Station: Built in 1907, this station became a central hub. The first passenger 

train departed from here in 1921, enhancing urban connectivity and commerce.  

• Kachiguda Railway Station: Constructed in 1916, this Gothic-style station served as the NGSR 

headquarters until 1950, improving trade routes and showcasing architectural progress.  

 

2.  Road Transport 

• Grand Trunk Road: Initiated in 1868, this major road connected Hyderabad to Sholapur, 

facilitating smooth movement of agricultural produce and other goods between rural and urban 

areas. 

• Nizam State Road Transport Department: Established in 1932 with a fleet of buses, it modernized 

road transport. The introduction of double-decker buses in 1940 further enhanced urban mobility. 

 
3. Air Transport 

Deccan Airways Limited: Founded in 1945 in partnership with Tata Airlines, it was one of India’s 

earliest commercial airlines. It improved regional connectivity and accelerated the movement of people 

and goods. 
 

4. Communication Systems 

• Postal Services: The first postal stamp was introduced in 1869, and an extensive postal network 

facilitated reliable communication within the state and beyond. 

• Telecommunication: Telephone services began in 1885, enabling faster and efficient 

communication that benefited businesses and governance. 
 

5. Urban Infrastructure 

City Improvement Board (1912): Focused on urban development, the board undertook key projects 

like the construction of Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar dams. These reservoirs supplied drinking 

water, prevented floods, and improved urban living conditions.  
 

Role in Socio-Economic Growth 

Economic Growth 

• Enhanced transport and communication networks promoted trade by facilitating the smooth 

movement of goods and raw materials, boosting local industries such as cotton and coal.  



• Infrastructure improvements attracted industries like Singareni Collieries and textile mills, creating 

jobs and diversifying the economy. 
 

Social Integration 

• Transport development spurred urbanization, turning Hyderabad into a cultural melting pot that 

attracted diverse communities. 

• Improved connectivity supported better delivery of public services, including education and 

healthcare, with institutions like Osmania University benefiting from easier access.  
 

Improved Quality of Life 

• Accessibility to remote areas improved, enabling rural populations to access markets, education, 

and healthcare more efficiently. 

• Infrastructure projects like dams ensured water supply and flood control, enhancing safety and 

living standards. 

 
The sixth and seventh Nizams’ visionary efforts in developing transport and communication 

infrastructure transformed Hyderabad State. Their key projects not only modernized connectivity but 
also fueled economic growth, social cohesion, and improved quality of life, leaving a lasting legacy that 

shaped the region’s progress. 
 

2. How did the Library Movement help raise social and political awareness among people in the 

Hyderabad State? Explain with examples. 

 
The Library Movement in Hyderabad State played a pivotal role in awakening social and political 

consciousness among the people, particularly in Telangana. Beginning in the late 19th century, this 
movement was not merely about book circulation but about nurturing an informed, aware, and active 
citizenry. Through public libraries, literary programs, and publications, it empowered various social 

sections to engage with contemporary issues and reformist ideas.  
 

1. Libraries as Hubs of Political Awareness 

• Libraries became centres for political discussions during the freedom movement and the struggle 

against the autocratic Nizam rule. 

• Example: Suravaram Pratap Reddy, a key intellectual figure, used the platform of Sri Krishna 

Devaraya Andhra Bhasha Nilayam to publish the Golconda Patrika (1925). This periodical stirred 

public discourse on democracy, nationalism, and social reform. 

• Libraries offered a space for reading political literature, speeches, and manifestos that were 

otherwise restricted in the princely state. 

 

2. Spread of Democratic and Reformist Ideas 

• Libraries exposed the public to modern political thought and reformist ideologies, helping them 

question feudal structures and autocracy. 

• Books on the Indian national movement, social justice, and constitutionalism were widely read 

and discussed in these spaces. 

• Libraries demystified political processes and helped common people understand their rights and 

responsibilities in a modern democratic society. 
 

3. Fostering Social Awareness Through Literacy 

• The establishment of village libraries brought reading material to rural and marginalized 

communities. 

• These spaces played a major role in reducing illiteracy and building awareness about social issues 

like untouchability, women's rights, and education. 

• Example: Women's Reading Rooms provided access to literature for women, encouraging their 

participation in public discourse — a revolutionary step in a conservative society. 



• Reformers like Ratnamamba Desai used library-linked platforms and publications (e.g., 

Hithabodhini) to promote women’s literacy and empowerment.  
 

4. Cultural Platforms for Collective Engagement 

• Libraries regularly conducted literary debates, cultural programs, and anniversary celebrations that 

became avenues for collective introspection and idea-sharing. 

• Example: The Pothanna Death Anniversary Week, organized by Andhra Bhasha Nilayam, 

celebrated Telugu literature while sparking discussion on identity, language rights, and heritage — 

all with strong political undertones in the context of Nizam’s Urdu-centric policies. 
 

5. Preservation of Local Identity and Heritage 

• Libraries made efforts to collect and preserve regional literature, folklore, and history, 

strengthening cultural identity and resistance to cultural domination.  

• This helped reinforce pride in local language and culture, which indirectly contributed to political 

consciousness by resisting cultural suppression. 

• Example: The Sri Krishna Devaraya Andhra Bhasha Nilayam preserved Telugu literature as a 

form of resistance to linguistic imposition, thereby nurturing cultural nationalism.  

 

Conclusion 

The Library Movement in Hyderabad was more than an educational initiative — it was a social 
revolution in disguise. By making knowledge accessible, encouraging free thought, and providing safe 

spaces for dialogue, libraries sowed the seeds of political awakening and social reform. They played a 
foundational role in shaping the modern identity of Telangana, influencing later movements for 

democracy, linguistic rights, and statehood. 
 


