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1. Discuss the socio-economic impact of the Jagirdari system in Hyderabad State. What were the benefits and 

drawbacks of this system for various social classes? 

 
The Jagirdari system in Hyderabad State was a feudal land tenure arrangement where the Nizam granted land 
revenue rights to jagirdars (landholders) in exchange for their services. This system deeply influenced the socio-
economic fabric of the state, affecting different social groups in varied ways. 

 

Socio-Economic Impact of the Jagirdari System 

Land Ownership and Revenue Collection 

• Large tracts of land were assigned to jagirdars, who collected revenue from peasants. This system centralized 
economic power in the hands of the jagirdars, such as the influential Paigah nobles. 

• Revenue collection often passed through intermediaries, which increased layers of extraction and 
exploitation of the peasants. 

 

Agricultural Productivity 

• While jagirdars had incentives to maintain agriculture for revenue, their primary focus was immediate 
revenue extraction rather than long-term agricultural development. 

• Limited investment in irrigation and farming innovation resulted in stagnant productivity and neglect of 
rural infrastructure. 

 

Social Hierarchy and Power Structure 

• The Jagirdari system reinforced a rigid feudal hierarchy: jagirdars dominated, with peasants and lower 
classes at the bottom, perpetuating social inequalities. 

• Jagirdars often exercised administrative and judicial authority locally, entrenching their power over rural 
populations. 

 

Benefits of the Jagirdari System 

For Jagirdars and Nobility: 

• They enjoyed significant economic gains through revenue rights, enabling wealth accumulation and high 
social status. 

• Many jagirdars held influential political positions in the Nizam’s court, wielding considerable power. 

 

For the Nizam and Central Authority: 

• The system enabled decentralized administration, making it easier for the Nizam to govern a vast and 

diverse territory. 

• Jagirdars were responsible for maintaining troops and providing military support, strengthening the state’s 
defense. 

 

Drawbacks of the Jagirdari System 

For Peasants and Lower Classes: 

• Heavy taxation and exploitation by jagirdars and intermediaries caused widespread poverty and 
indebtedness among peasants. 

• Peasants lacked security of tenure and faced the constant threat of eviction, discouraging investment in land 
improvement. 

• The feudal setup enforced social oppression, with peasants having little legal protection against injustices. 

 

For the Overall Economy: 

• The focus on immediate revenue extraction led to neglect of agricultural development, resulting in low 
productivity and limited economic diversification. 



• Corruption and inefficiencies in revenue collection due to multiple intermediaries weakened state finances 
and governance. 

 

Conclusion 

The Jagirdari system significantly shaped Hyderabad’s socio-economic landscape by consolidating power and 
wealth among the jagirdars while perpetuating the exploitation and marginalization of peasants. Although it 
provided administrative and military benefits to the Nizam and economic advantages to the nobility, the system 

hindered agricultural progress and reinforced social inequalities, impacting the state’s long-term economic and 
social development. 
 

2. Discuss the contributions and significance of Turre Baz Khan during the Revolt of 1857 in Hyderabad. What 

strategies did he employ, and what was his impact on the uprising? 
 
Turre Baz Khan emerged as a prominent leader during the Revolt of 1857 in Hyderabad, playing a crucial role in 
the region’s resistance against British colonial rule. Though the uprising in Hyderabad was relatively limited 
compared to other parts of India, his leadership and actions made a lasting impact on the anti-colonial struggle. 

 

Contributions and Significance 

• Symbol of Resistance: Turre Baz Khan became a powerful symbol of defiance against British authority in 
Hyderabad, inspiring locals to challenge colonial oppression. 

• Local Leadership: Despite the limited scale of revolt in the region, his courageous efforts elevated him to a 
heroic status among the people, highlighting the widespread discontent with British dominance. 

• Attack on British Residency: One of his most notable contributions was leading the assault on the British 
Residency in Hyderabad on July 17, 1857, which was a direct challenge to British control. He successfully 
mobilized a diverse group of rebels, including soldiers and civilians, demonstrating his ability to unify people 
under a common cause. 

 

Strategies Employed 

• Guerrilla Warfare: Turre Baz Khan adopted guerrilla tactics such as surprise attacks and hit-and-run 
operations. These methods exploited local terrain knowledge and the element of surprise to unsettle British 
forces. 

• Mobilization of Local Support: He appealed strongly to the local population's anti-British sentiments, 
rallying disgruntled soldiers and civilians. By building alliances and communicating the injustices of 
colonial rule, he created a resilient network of resistance. 

 

Impact on the Uprising 

• Inspiration and Legacy: Following his capture and execution by the British in 1859, Turre Baz Khan became 
a martyr. His sacrifice inspired future resistance movements and kept alive the spirit of rebellion in 
Hyderabad and beyond. 

• Highlighting Regional Discontent: His revolt brought attention to the anti-British feelings in Hyderabad, a 

region not central to the 1857 uprising, emphasizing the widespread nature of the struggle across India. 

• Catalyst for Future Movements: Although the revolt was eventually suppressed, Turre Baz Khan’s 
leadership energized broader movements for independence, contributing significantly to the narrative of 
India’s fight against colonial rule. 

 
Turre Baz Khan’s role during the Revolt of 1857 in Hyderabad was marked by bold leadership, strategic guerrilla 
tactics, and effective mobilization of local forces. His impact extended beyond the immediate uprising, as his legacy 

as a symbol of resistance and martyrdom continues to inspire generations. His contributions underscore the 
widespread and diverse nature of India’s fight against British colonialism. 

 


