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1. Evaluate the arguments for and against the inclusion of Fundamental Duties in the Indian Constitution. 

How do these duties contribute to the overall balance of rights and obligations in a democratic society? 

Introduction 
The Fundamental Duties, enshrined in Part IV-A of the Indian Constitution under Article 51A, are a set of eleven 
moral obligations for every Indian citizen. Unlike Fundamental Rights, these duties are not legally enforceable, 
but they are considered essential for responsible citizenship and national progress. 
 

Body 

Arguments for inclusion: 

• Promotes responsible citizenship: Fundamental Duties serve as a reminder to citizens that rights and 
duties are intertwined. They emphasize that while enjoying rights, individuals also have responsibilities 
towards society and the nation. 

• Strengthens democracy: By fostering a sense of civic responsibility and encouraging active participation 
in nation-building, these duties contribute to a more robust and participatory democracy. 

• Balances rights and obligations: Fundamental Duties help to balance the emphasis on individual rights 

by highlighting the importance of obligations towards the community and the nation. 

• Inculcates discipline and commitment: These duties inspire citizens to be disciplined, law-abiding, and 
committed to the welfare of the nation. 

• Promotes social harmony and national unity: By emphasizing duties like promoting brotherhood and 
respecting diversity, they contribute to social cohesion and national integration. 

• Draws from Indian tradition: Many of the Fundamental Duties are rooted in Indian culture and ethos, 
reflecting traditional values and emphasizing the importance of duty and responsibility. 

• Aligns with international norms: The inclusion of Fundamental Duties aligns with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which recognizes that rights and duties are interconnected. 

 

Arguments against inclusion: 

• Non-justiciable: Unlike Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties are not legally enforceable. This raises 
questions about their effectiveness and utility, as there are no legal consequences for failing to adhere to 
them. 

• Vague and ambiguous: Some of the duties are vaguely worded, making it difficult to understand their 
precise scope and meaning. This can lead to confusion and varied interpretations. 

• Non-exhaustive: The list of duties is not comprehensive and does not cover other important duties like 
paying taxes, voting, or family planning. 

• Redundancy: Some argue that many of the duties are already implicit in the idea of responsible citizenship 
and do not need to be explicitly stated in the Constitution. 

• Potential for misuse: There are concerns that Fundamental Duties could be used to suppress dissent or 

curtail individual freedoms in the name of national interest or public order. 

• Reduced significance: Some critics argue that by being placed in a separate part of the Constitution, 
Fundamental Duties are given less importance than Fundamental Rights. 

 

Contribution to the balance of rights and obligations: 
Despite the criticisms, Fundamental Duties play a significant role in maintaining the balance between rights and 
obligations in a democratic society. They: 

• Complement Fundamental Rights: While Fundamental Rights guarantee individual liberties, 
Fundamental Duties remind citizens that these rights come with corresponding responsibilities. 

• Promote a sense of belonging: By emphasizing duties towards the nation and society, they foster a sense 
of belonging and encourage citizens to actively participate in the democratic process. 

• Encourage responsible behavior: Fundamental Duties promote responsible behavior by reminding 
citizens of their obligations towards others and the community as a whole. 

• Strengthen the social fabric: By emphasizing values like tolerance, compassion, and respect for diversity, 
they contribute to a more harmonious and inclusive society. 

 
 



Conclusion: 
The inclusion of Fundamental Duties in the Indian Constitution is a recognition that rights and duties are 
inseparable in a democratic society. While they may not be legally enforceable, they serve as a moral compass, 
guiding citizens towards responsible behavior and contributing to the overall well-being of the nation. They help 
to create a balance between individual freedoms and societal obligations, fostering a sense of civic responsibility 
and strengthening the foundations of Indian democracy. 
 

2. "Examine the distribution of functions and duties between the Indian Union and the State Governments as 

outlined in the Indian Constitution. How does this division impact the governance of the country?" 

Introduction 
The Indian Constitution establishes a federal system, dividing powers and responsibilities between the Union 
(Central) government and the State governments. This division is crucial for understanding the governance of 
India and its complexities.  

 

Let's examine this distribution and its impact: 

The Constitutional Framework: 
The Seventh Schedule of the Constitution contains three lists that delineate the distribution of legislative powers: 

• Union List: Contains subjects of national importance, such as defense, foreign affairs, railways, currency, 
banking, and communications. The Union Parliament has exclusive power to make laws on these subjects. 
This ensures uniformity and centralized control over matters vital to national interest. 

• State List: Includes subjects of regional and local importance, such as public order, police, health, 

education, agriculture, and local government. State legislatures have exclusive power to make laws on 
these subjects within their respective territories. This allows for flexibility and responsiveness to local needs 
and conditions. 

• Concurrent List: Contains subjects of common interest to both the Union and the States, such as 
education, forests, trade unions, marriage and divorce, and adoption. Both the Union Parliament and 
State legislatures can make laws on these subjects. However, in case of a conflict, the Union law prevails. 
This allows for cooperation and shared responsibility in areas where both levels of government have a 

stake. 

• Residuary Powers: Any matters not specified in any of these lists fall under the Union Government’s 
jurisdiction, as per Article 248 of the Constitution. This ensures that the Union Government retains the 
authority to legislate on new and emerging issues. 

 

Impact on Governance: 
This division of powers has a profound impact on the governance of India: 

• Balance of Power: The distribution aims to strike a balance between the need for a strong Centre to 
maintain national unity and integrity and the need for States to have autonomy to address regional issues. 
However, the balance is often tilted towards the Centre due to the wider scope of the Union List and the 
overriding power in the Concurrent List. 

• Policy Formulation and Implementation: The division influences how policies are formulated and 
implemented. For subjects in the Union List, the Central government takes the lead. For State List 
subjects, States have autonomy. In the Concurrent List, both collaborate, but the Centre often plays 

adominant role. This can lead to both cooperation and conflict depending on the political alignment and 
priorities of the governments involved. 

• Resource Allocation: The division of powers is closely linked to the allocation of financial resources. The 
Centre has broader taxing powers, while States often depend on grants and revenue sharing. This can lead 
to disputes over financial autonomy and resource distribution, impacting the ability of States to fund their 
development programs. 

• Federal-State Relations: The distribution of functions and duties significantly shapes the dynamics of 

Centre-State relations. Cooperation, coordination, and sometimes conflict characterize this relationship. 
Issues like the appointment of Governors, the use of All India Services, and the implementation of 
centrally sponsored schemes often become points of contention. 

• Local Governance: While not explicitly mentioned in the Seventh Schedule, the 73rd and 74th 
Constitutional Amendments added a third tier of governance – Panchayats and Municipalities. These 
amendments devolved certain functions and powers to local bodies, further impacting the distribution of 
responsibilities and influencing the dynamics of governance at the grassroots level. 

• Accountability and Efficiency: The division of powers can enhance accountability. Citizens can hold 
their State governments accountable for subjects in the State List and the Central government for Union 
List matters. Ideally, this leads to greater efficiency as each level of government focuses on its designated 



areas of responsibility. However, overlapping jurisdictions and lack of clear demarcation can sometimes 
blur accountability. 

• Flexibility and Adaptability: The Constitution allows for some flexibility through the Concurrent List 
and the possibility of amendments. This enables the system to adapt to changing circumstances and 
evolving needs. However, the process of amending the Constitution can be complex, and achieving 
consensus on changes to the distribution of powers can be challenging. 

 

Challenges and Issues: 
Despite the constitutional framework, several challenges and issues persist: 

• Overlapping Jurisdictions: The division of powers is not always clear-cut, leading to overlapping 
jurisdictions and potential conflicts between the Union and the States. 

• Centralizing Tendencies: There are concerns about the Centre's increasing influence and the erosion of 
State autonomy, particularly in areas like financial matters and policy implementation. 

• Demands for Greater Autonomy: States often demand greater financial and administrative autonomy to 

address their specific needs and challenges. 

• Cooperative Federalism vs. Competitive Federalism: The ideal of cooperative federalism, where the 
Centre and States work together in the national interest, is often challenged by political rivalries and 
competing interests, leading to competitive federalism. 

 

Conclusion: 
The distribution of functions and duties between the Union and State governments is a cornerstone of India's 

federal system. It has a significant impact on governance, influencing policy formulation, resource allocation, 
Centre-State relations, and local governance. While the system has provided a framework for managing India's 
vast diversity and complex needs, it also faces challenges related to overlapping jurisdictions, centralizing 
tendencies, and demands for greater autonomy. The ongoing evolution of Centre-State relations and the 
continuous process of negotiation and adjustment are crucial for the effective and harmonious governance of 
India. 


