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1.  Assess the role of the Salar Jung reforms in the modernization of Hyderabad State. Identify the major areas 

targeted by these reforms and how did they impact the administration and economy? 

 

The Salar Jung reforms, spearheaded by Mir Turab Ali Khan (Salar Jung I) during his tenure as Prime Minister 

of Hyderabad State (1853–1883), played a pivotal role in modernizing the state’s governance, economy, and social 

infrastructure. These reforms aimed at overhauling traditional systems to create an efficient, progressive, and 

stable administration. 

Major Areas Targeted by the Salar Jung Reforms 

1. Administrative Reforms 

• Territorial Reorganization: Hyderabad was divided into 5 subas (provinces) and 17 districts to improve 
administrative control and governance efficiency. 

• Council of Ministers: Establishment of a structured cabinet (“Sadar-ul-Mihams”) with designated 
ministers for revenue, law, and other key departments. 

• Village Administration: Clear roles were assigned to village officials like Patwari (land records), Patel 
(village head), and Talari (security), promoting decentralized governance and accountability. 

 

2. Revenue Reforms 

• Zilabandi System: Introduced district-based revenue divisions classified by income, optimizing tax 
collection and judicial administration. 

• Taxation Changes: Abolished the crop-based Battai system and implemented the Ryotwari system 
where peasants paid land tax in cash directly to the government, reducing corruption and stabilizing 
revenue. 

 

3. Economic Reforms 

• Coinage and Banking: Introduction of a new standardized currency (“Hali Sikka”) and opening of Bank 
of Bengal’s branch in Hyderabad fostered economic stability and trade facilitation. 

• Infrastructure Development: Construction of major roads like the Grand Trunk Road and the Nizam 
State Railway enhanced connectivity, trade, and mobility, boosting commerce. 

4. Educational Reforms 

• Founding of schools and colleges, including Darul Uloom School, City High School, and Nizam 
College, expanded access to education and created a skilled workforce. 

• Introduction of girls’ education through institutions like Gloria Girls High School marked progressive 
social change. 

5. Judicial Reforms 
Establishment of a formal Law Department and courts including the Supreme Court (Majlis-e-
Murafa) modernized the judicial system, ensuring fair trials and codified legal procedures. 

6. Public Health and Welfare 
Initiatives to build hospitals and improve healthcare infrastructure enhanced public health and 
welfare standards. 

 

Impact on Administration and Economy 

1. Enhanced Administrative Efficiency: 
The reforms decentralized power and created a streamlined, accountable administration, reducing 
corruption and improving governance at local and provincial levels. 
 

2. Economic Stabilization and Growth: 
The introduction of cash-based taxation, standardized coinage, and modern banking systems 

strengthened fiscal management. Infrastructure projects like railways and roads facilitated trade and 
market integration, fueling economic growth. 
 



3. Social Development: 
Educational and healthcare reforms increased literacy, supported gender equality, and improved overall 
social welfare, contributing to a more enlightened and productive society. 

 

4. Judicial Modernization: 
A structured legal system ensured law and order, strengthening state authority and public trust in 
governance. 

 
The Salar Jung reforms were foundational in transforming Hyderabad State into a modern polity by targeting 
administration, revenue, economy, education, and judiciary sectors. These reforms not only streamlined 
governance but also laid the groundwork for economic prosperity and social progress, making Hyderabad one of 
the most advanced princely states in India during the 19th century. 
 

2. Examine the importance of health and sanitation initiatives implemented by the Asaf Jahi rulers. How 

did these reforms contribute to enhancing public health and living standards in Telangana? 

 
The Asaf Jahi rulers, particularly the 6th Nizam Mir Mahbub Ali Khan and the 7th Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan, 
played a crucial role in improving public health and sanitation in Telangana through a series of well-planned 
reforms. These initiatives were vital in modernizing healthcare infrastructure, promoting medical education, and 
improving sanitation facilities, which collectively raised the quality of life across the region. 

Key Health and Sanitation Initiatives 

Healthcare Infrastructure Development 

• Numerous hospitals and dispensaries were established to expand medical access in both urban and rural 
areas. 

• Example: Afzal Gunj Hospital (est. 1866) was among the earliest modern hospitals providing 
comprehensive medical care. 

• The establishment of medical colleges, such as the Hyderabad Medical School (later Osmania Medical 

College), enhanced the training of healthcare professionals. 

 

Public Health and Sanitation Programs 

• Large-scale vaccination campaigns against diseases like smallpox helped reduce disease incidence 
significantly. 

• Creation of the Sanitary Board led to systematic improvements in sewage systems, public latrines, and 
waste disposal, preventing disease spread in Hyderabad city. 

 

Medical Research and Disease Control 

• Support for medical research helped in understanding diseases and developing effective treatments. 

• Example: Nobel laureate Sir Ronald Ross’s malaria research conducted in Hyderabad greatly advanced 
malaria control efforts. 

• Specialized hospitals for infectious diseases reduced epidemics by isolating and treating patients 
effectively. 

Water Supply and Irrigation Projects 

• Construction of reservoirs and dams such as Osman Sagar and Himayat Sagar ensured clean water supply, 
reducing waterborne diseases and supporting agriculture. 

Contributions to Public Health and Living Standards 

Improved Public Health Outcomes 

• Reforms lowered mortality rates and controlled infectious diseases, increasing life expectancy. 

• A healthier population meant a more productive workforce, positively impacting economic activities. 
 

Advancement in Medical Education and Services 
Well-trained doctors and medical staff improved healthcare quality, positioning Hyderabad as a leading 
center for medical education in the region. 

 

Economic Benefits through Sanitation 

• Improved sanitation reduced disease outbreaks, lowering absenteeism from work and enhancing overall 
productivity. 



• The urban population enjoyed better living conditions due to modern sewage and waste management 
systems. 

 
The health and sanitation reforms initiated by the Asaf Jahi rulers were instrumental in transforming Telangana’s 
public health landscape. By expanding healthcare infrastructure, promoting medical education, enforcing 
sanitation measures, and ensuring clean water supply, these reforms significantly enhanced the quality of life and 
contributed to the socio-economic development of the region. 

 


