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1. Critically evaluate the composition and functioning of the Constituent Assembly of India. To what extent
did it reflect the diverse aspirations of the Indian populace?

Introduction

The Constituent Assembly, tasked with framing the Constitution of independent India, was a body of immense
significance. Its composition and functioning, however, are open to critical evaluation, particularly regarding its
representation of India's diverse populace.

Composition:
The Assembly was constituted under the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946. While it aimed for representation from
various communities, its composition suffered from several limitations:

o Indirect Elections: Members were not directly elected by the people but by members of the provincial
legislative assemblies, which themselves were elected on a limited franchise. This restricted popular
participation and potentially skewed representation towards the elite.

e Limited Franchise: The restricted franchise meant that a large portion of the population, particularly
women, lower castes, and the economically disadvantaged, were excluded from the electoral process that
indirectly elected the Constituent Assembly. This undoubtedly limited the representation of their
aspirations.

e Princely States' Representation: The 93 seats allocated to princely states were filled by nominations by
the rulers, not through any democratic process. This further reduced the representativeness of the
Assembly, as these nominees were often beholden to the princely rulers, not the people.

e Dominance of Congress: The Congress party won a significant majority in the elections to the Assembly.
While this provided stability and a unified vision, it also meant that dissenting voices and minority
viewpoints might have been marginalized. Although other parties were represented, their influence was
limited by the Congress's overwhelming majority.

o Absence of Mahatma Gandhi: Despite being the leader of the national movement, Mahatma Gandhi was
not a member of the Constituent Assembly. While his philosophy undoubtedly influenced many members,
his direct presence and guidance were missing.

Functioning:
Despite these limitations, the Assembly did have some strengths in its functioning:

e Committee System: The extensive use of committees, particularly the Drafting Committee under B.R.
Ambedkar, allowed for detailed consideration of various aspects of the Constitution. This ensured that
different viewpoints were considered, even if they weren't always ultimately adopted.

e Deliberations and Debates: The Assembly witnessed intense debates and discussions on crucial issues.
While consensus was often sought, dissenting opinions were also voiced, contributing to a robust process
of Constitution-making.

e Inclusion of Experts: The Assembly included eminent jurists, legal experts, and administrators. This
expertise was invaluable in drafting a comprehensive and legally sound Constitution.

e Objectives Resolution: Nehru's Objectives Resolution laid down the philosophical foundation of the
Constitution, emphasizing justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. This provided a guiding framework for
the subsequent drafting process.

Reflection of Diverse Aspirations:

The extent to which the Assembly reflected the diverse aspirations of the Indian populace is debatable. While it
did include members from various communities and regions, the limitations in its composition meant that certain
voices were underrepresented. The concerns of marginalized groups, though raised by some members, might not
have received the attention they deserved.




Positive Aspects: The inclusion of provisions for fundamental rights, minority protection, and social justice
demonstrates an attempt to address the aspirations of diverse groups.

Negative Aspects: The limited franchise, the dominance of one party, and the indirect elections meant that the
Assembly primarily reflected the aspirations of the politically dominant and relatively privileged sections of
society. The concerns of the most marginalized, particularly those related to land reform, caste discrimination,
and economic inequality, were not as thoroughly addressed.

Conclusion:

The Constituent Assembly was a product of its time, facing immense challenges in representing a diverse and
newly independent nation. While it achieved the monumental task of drafting a constitution, its composition and
functioning were not without flaws. While it made efforts to incorporate diverse aspirations, the limitations of its
representativeness meant that certain voices, particularly those of the marginalized, were not adequately heard.
Therefore, while the Constitution it produced is a remarkable document, it is important to acknowledge the
limitations of the body that created it and to continue to strive for a more inclusive and representative democracy.

2. Describe the salient features of the Indian Constitution that distinguish it from other constitutions
worldwide.

Introduction

The Constitution of India, adopted in 1950, is one of the longest and most detailed written constitutions in the
world. Its unique features, rooted in India's diverse socio-political and historical context, distinguish it from other
constitutions globally.

Salient Features of the Indian Constitution
1. Length and Detail
e The Indian Constitution is among the longest, with 448 articles (as of now) divided into 25 parts, and
numerous schedules. Its length is attributed to the need to address the complexities of a newly independent,
diverse, and multi-lingual nation.

2. Combination of Rigidity and Flexibility
e  While some provisions of the Constitution are rigid (requiring a special procedure for amendments, e.g.,
Article 368), others are flexible and can be amended by ordinary legislation. This balance allows for
adaptability while maintaining constitutional stability.

3. Federal Structure with a Strong Centre
e India follows a quasi-federal system where states and the central government share powers, but the
Constitution gives more authority to the central government (e.g., the power to dissolve the state legislative
assemblies). This centralization is unique compared to other federal systems like in the U.S. or
Switzerland.

4. Parliamentary System of Government
o Unlike the presidential systems seen in countries like the U.S., India adopts a parliamentary system where
the executive (Prime Minister and Council of Ministers) is drawn from the legislature. This system
emphasizes collective responsibility.

5. Secular State
e India is a secular country, meaning the state has no official religion and treats all religions equally. This
contrasts with countries where religion is linked with the state, such as in Islamic or Christian states.

6. Independent Judiciary
e The judiciary in India is independent of the legislature and executive, and its power of judicial review is
extensive. The Indian Supreme Court has the authority to strike down laws that contradict the
Constitution, a feature that allows it to be a protector of fundamental rights.

7. Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy
e The Constitution enshrines a unique dual framework of governance: Fundamental Rights (justiciable) and
Directive Principles of State Policy (non-justiciable). While Fundamental Rights guarantee individual
freedoms, the Directive Principles guide the government in creating a welfare state.




8. Universal Adult Franchise
o The Indian Constitution grants the right to vote to all citizens aged 18 and above, irrespective of their
caste, religion, gender, or wealth. This inclusivity sets it apart from several nations where voting rights are
limited or not universal.

9. Single Citizenship
e Unlike countries like the U.S., where dual citizenship is allowed, India provides for single citizenship. All
citizens are citizens of India, irrespective of the state they belong to.

10. Bureaucratic Structure
o The Indian Constitution establishes a strong and permanent bureaucracy, which is central to the
functioning of the state. This structure is designed to ensure continuity in governance, irrespective of
political changes.

11. Emergency Provisions
o India has special provisions under Articles 352-360 for imposing a national or state emergency in cases of
war, external aggression, or internal disturbance. These provisions can significantly alter the balance of
power between the state and central authorities during critical situations.

Conclusion

The Indian Constitution is distinguished by its combination of flexibility, detailed provisions, and a mix of federal
and unitary features. It has been designed to address India's unique socio-cultural and political challenges, ensuring
stability and unity in a highly diverse nation. The Constitution's ability to adapt to changing needs while
safeguarding democratic principles remains one of its defining characteristics.




