
 

 

 

Date: 17-10-2025     TGPSC      DAY-20 

 

1. Analyze the role of the Qutub Shahi rulers in fostering Telugu literature. Discuss notable literary figures, 
genres, and works that flourished under their patronage. 
 
The Qutub Shahi dynasty, which ruled from 1518 to 1687 CE in the Deccan region, played a pivotal role in 
the promotion of Telugu literature. Despite their Persian origins, the Qutub Shahis embraced the local Telugu 
culture, supporting a rich literary tradition that flourished under their patronage. 
 
Qutub Shahi rulers Role in Fostering Telugu Literature: Cultural Inclusivity and Multilingual Patronage: The 
Qutub Shahi rulers adopted a culturally inclusive approach, supporting multiple languages, including Telugu, 
Persian, and Dakhni.       
Example: Ibrahim Quli Qutub Shah, who had close ties with the Vijayanagara Empire, developed a deep 
appreciation for Telugu culture and literature, patronizing numerous Telugu poets and scholars. This 
inclusivity helped blend Persian literary styles with Telugu narrative traditions, enriching the linguistic and 
cultural landscape of the region. 
 
Establishment of Literary Centers: The Qutub Shahi courts became vibrant hubs for literary activity, 
attracting poets, musicians, and scholars from various regions. 
Example: The Bikkavolu Samsthanam under Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah served as a significant center for 
Telugu literary growth, fostering a vibrant intellectual environment.These centers nurtured a rich literary 
culture, producing numerous influential works that became foundational to Telugu literature. 
 
Integration of Persian and Telugu Literary Traditions: The Qutub Shahis encouraged a unique cultural 
synthesis, blending Persian poetic forms with native Telugu styles. 
Example: This fusion is evident in the narrative structure and stylistic elements of many Telugu works 
produced during this period, creating a distinctive literary style. 
 
Notable Literary Figures and Their Works: 
Here is a neatly formatted table for the literary figures and their contributions: 

Poet / Writer Key Works Significance 

Maringanti 

Singannacharya 

Dasharatha Raja 

Nandana Charitha 

Known as the first Niroshta (without specific letters) text in 

Telugu, showcasing linguistic innovation. 

Shankara Kavi Harish 

Chandropakyanam 

Contributed to the narrative tradition in Telugu literature, 

reflecting the influence of Persian storytelling. 

Palavekari 

Kadiripati 

Shuka Saptati A collection of 30 tales narrated over 70 nights, highlighting the 

storytelling traditions encouraged during this period. 

Yella Reddy Bala Bharatham, 

Kirata Arjuneeyam 

Known for epic narratives that enriched the Telugu literary 

canon. 

Nebati 

Krishnaya Matya 

Rajneeti Ratnakaram A significant political treatise reflecting the intertwining of 

literature and governance. 



Raja Malla 

Reddy 

Padma Puranam, 

Shatchakravarthy 

Charitra, Shiva 

Dharmottam 

His works combined mythological narratives and moral 

teachings, reflecting the rich cultural tapestry of the period. 

Matla Ananta Kukutsa Vijayam Known for its epic narrative style, capturing the grandeur of the 

era. 

Janta Kavulu 

(Pair of Poets) - 

Ayyanki Bala 

Saraswati and 

Turaga Raja Kavi 

Nagakandam Their collaborative work represents the tradition of dual 

authorship, reflecting the interactive literary culture of the time. 

Potuluri Veera 

Brahmendra 

Swamy 

Kalagnanam Known for his prophetic writings, blending spirituality with 

social commentary. 

Vemana Numerous 

philosophical poems 

Vemana’s verses, later popularized by C.P. Brown, are 

celebrated for their moral depth and social critique, making him 

one of the most influential Telugu poets. 

 

Impact on Telugu Literature: 
Encouragement of Diverse Literary Forms: The Qutub Shahis supported a wide range of literary forms, 
including poetry, prose, and epic narratives. 
Example: They encouraged the development of Yakshaganam (a form of dance-drama) and narrative poetry, 
enriching the cultural tapestry of the region. 
 
Cultural Synthesis: Their Persian heritage significantly influenced Telugu literature, leading to a unique blend 
of linguistic styles and cultural themes. 
Example: This cultural synthesis is reflected in the distinct poetic forms and narrative styles that emerged 
during their reign. 
 
Lasting Legacy: The Qutub Shahi period laid the groundwork for future developments in Telugu literature, 
inspiring generations of writers. 
Example: The works of poets like Vemana and Veera Brahmendra Swamy continued to shape Telugu literary 
traditions long after the Qutub Shahi era. 
 
The Qutub Shahi dynasty’s patronage of Telugu literature created a lasting cultural legacy that significantly 
shaped the literary landscape of South India. By supporting diverse forms of expression and blending cultural 
influences, they enriched the Telugu literary tradition, leaving a rich, multifaceted heritage that continues to 
inspire scholars and artists today. 
 
2. Discuss the cultural and historical relevance of the Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara in present-day 

Telangana. How does the festival symbolically represent resistance against the Kakatiya authority? 
The Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara, also known as Medaram Jatara, is one of the largest tribal festivals in the 
world, celebrated biennially in the dense forests of Medaram, Telangana. It holds profound cultural, spiritual, 
and historical significance for the indigenous tribal communities, particularly the Koya tribe, reflecting their 
fierce spirit of resistance and cultural resilience. 
 



Cultural and Historical Relevance: 
Celebration of Tribal Identity and Unity:  The Jatara serves as a powerful expression of tribal identity, 
reinforcing the cultural heritage, traditions, and collective memories of Telangana’s indigenous 
communities. 
Example: The festival showcases traditional dances, music, and rituals, preserving the unique cultural 
identity of tribes like the Koya. It fosters a strong sense of unity and solidarity among various tribal groups, 
bringing together millions of devotees from across India and even abroad. 
 
Economic Impact and Community Empowerment: The Jatara significantly boosts the local economy, 
creating temporary markets and providing income opportunities for local artisans, farmers, and traders. 
Example: The festival attracts millions of pilgrims, resulting in substantial sales for local vendors selling food, 
crafts, and traditional goods.The economic benefits of the festival extend beyond the tribal community, 
supporting the broader regional economy. 
 
Spiritual and Religious Significance: The Jatara is deeply rooted in spiritual practices, reflecting the sacred 
relationship between the tribal communities and their ancestral deities. 
Example: Devotees offer jaggery, bangles, and sarees to the goddesses, seeking blessings for protection and 
prosperity. These rituals reinforce the spiritual connection between the community and their revered 
deities, symbolizing the divine protection of their lands and traditions. 
 
Symbolic Resistance Against Kakatiya Authority: 
Legend of Sammakka and Saralamma: According to local legend, Sammakka and her daughter Saralamma 
were warrior leaders who resisted the oppressive taxation policies of the Kakatiya dynasty in the 13th 
century. 
Example: Their defiance against the Kakatiya forces, despite overwhelming odds, is a powerful symbol of 
resistance and sacrifice. This legend has become a cornerstone of the festival, reflecting the enduring spirit 
of defiance among the tribal communities. 
 
Symbolism of Martyrdom and Defiance: The Jatara commemorates the ultimate sacrifice of Sammakka and 
Saralamma, who are believed to have martyred themselves rather than surrender to oppressive rule. 
Example: The site of their martyrdom in Medaram is considered sacred, attracting millions of pilgrims who 
seek to honor their legacy.This act of resistance is celebrated as a powerful reminder of the tribes' 
unwavering spirit and commitment to their autonomy. 
 
Rituals as Acts of Resistance: The rituals performed during the Jatara symbolize defiance against external 
oppression and the assertion of cultural identity. 
Example: The offering of large mounds of jaggery reflects the agricultural roots of the community and their 
connection to the land. These practices reinforce the narrative of resistance and self-reliance, preserving the 
collective memory of past struggles. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara is more than just a religious festival; it is a vibrant cultural expression of 
resistance and resilience. By commemorating the defiant stand of two legendary female warriors against 
Kakatiya oppression, the festival serves as a powerful symbol of tribal identity, autonomy, and cultural pride. 
It continues to inspire current and future generations to honor their heritage, maintain their traditions, and 
resist external pressures, making it a living testament to the indomitable spirit of Telangana’s tribal 
communities. 

 

 


