
 

 

 

Date: 14-10-2025     TGPSC      DAY-17 

 

 1. How did Jainism and Buddhism influence art and architecture in early India? Illustrate with examples.  
 

Introduction 

Jainism and Buddhism, both heterodox sects that arose in the 6th century BCE as reformist movements against 

Brahmanical orthodoxy, greatly influenced Indian art and architecture. Their egalitarian philosophy and emphasis on 

simplicity, renunciation, and symbolism led to the development of unique architectural and artistic styles across India. 

 

Influence of Buddhism on Art and Architecture 

1. Stupa Architecture 

● Stupas were erected as reliquary mounds for housing Buddha’s relics.  

● Key examples: 

○ Sanchi Stupa (Madhya Pradesh): Sponsored by Ashoka, it has elaborate toranas with scenes from 

Jataka tales. 

○ Amaravati Stupa (Andhra Pradesh): Marble carvings and narrative reliefs. 

2. Rock-Cut Monasteries 

● Development of Viharas (monasteries) and Chaityas (prayer halls) cut into hills. 

● Examples: 

○ Ajanta Caves: Frescoes, sculptures, narrative panels. 

○ Ellora Caves (Caves 1–12): Dedicated to Mahayana and Hinayana Buddhism. 

○ Bhaja and Karla Caves: Wooden rafter imitation and large chaitya arches. 

3. Iconography and Sculpture 

● Early period (Pre-1st Century CE): Buddha represented symbolically — footprints, lotus, Bodhi tree. 

● Later period: Anthropomorphic depictions emerged. 

○ Gandhara School: Greco-Roman influence, realistic drapery. 

○ Mathura School: Indigenous style, spiritual expressions. 

4. Development of Artistic Narrative 

● Jataka tales, life events of Buddha, and themes of Dharma were depicted. 

● Narrative panels used relief sculptures to convey ethical teachings. 

5. Use of Material 

● Use of stone (particularly sandstone) for durable religious art.  

● Stucco and plaster used in Gandhara region. 

● Ajanta paintings used natural pigments and vegetable dyes. 

 

II. Influence of Jainism on Art and Architecture 

1. Temple Architecture 

● Jain temples are characterized by intricate carvings, symmetry, and devotional imagery. 

● Examples: 

○ Dilwara Temples, Mount Abu: Marble carvings of ceilings, domes, and mandapas. 

○ Ranakpur Temple, Rajasthan: 1444 exquisitely carved pillars, each unique. 

○ Shravanabelagola: Jain temple complex with monolithic statue of Bahubali. 

2. Rock-Cut Caves 

● Jain caves were both monastic retreats and places of worship. 

● Udayagiri and Khandagiri caves (Odisha): Built by King Kharavela, with inscriptions and carvings of 

Tirthankaras. 

● Ellora Caves (Caves 30–34): Jain caves with minimalistic yet detailed sculptures. 



3. Sculpture and Iconography 

● Jain art is centered around the 24 Tirthankaras, usually in padmasana or kayotsarga posture. 

● Emphasis on austerity, with minimal ornamentation in early phases. 

● Later periods showed rich ornamentation and elaborate symbolism. 

4. Architectural Features 

● Jain temples often follow Nagara style in North India and Dravidian style in South India. 

● Focus on purity, symmetry, and spirituality. 

● Use of white marble, particularly in Western India. 

5. Manuscript Illustrations 

● Development of miniature painting and illustrated manuscripts in Western India.  

● Prominent during medieval period under Jain patronage. 

 

Conclusion 

Buddhism and Jainism reshaped the Indian architectural landscape by introducing new forms, themes, and patronage 

models. Their legacy—seen in majestic stupas, serene caves, and intricately carved temples—continues to inspire art 

and architecture across India and beyond. 

The Satavahana dynasty (circa 1st century BCE to 3rd century CE) played a pivotal role in shaping the cultural landscape 

of ancient India. Their patronage significantly influenced the development of art, architecture, and literature, leaving 

an indelible mark on the subcontinent's heritage. 

 

2. Evaluate the contribution of the Satavahana period to Indian art, architecture, and Prakrit literature. 

Art and Architecture 

1. Buddhist Architectural Endeavors: 

Stupas and Monasteries: The Satavahanas were instrumental in the construction and enhancement of Buddhist stupas 

across the Deccan region. Notable examples include the Amaravati Stupa, which stands as a testament to their 

architectural prowess. 

●  This stupa, adorned with intricate carvings depicting scenes from the Buddha's life, exemplifies the Amaravati 

School of Art. 

● Rock-Cut Architecture: They pioneered the development of rock-cut chaityas (prayer halls) and viharas 

(monasteries) in regions like Karla, Nasik, and Ajanta. 

●  The Karla Chaitya, in particular, showcases the grandeur of their architectural vision, featuring a large prayer 

hall with a prominent stupa at its center. 

2. Sculptural Contributions: 

● Narrative Reliefs: The Satavahana period witnessed the creation of elaborate narrative reliefs, especially in 

the Amaravati region. These sculptures, characterized by their intricate detailing and dynamic compositions, 

often depicted Jataka tales and other Buddhist themes. 

● Distinctive Style: Their sculptures are noted for their refined elegance, with figures portrayed in graceful 

postures and adorned with elaborate jewelry, reflecting a blend of indigenous and Hellenistic artistic 

influences. 

3. Paintings: 

● Ajanta Caves: The earliest phase of the Ajanta Caves, particularly Caves 9 and 10, can be attributed to the 

Satavahana period. These caves house some of the earliest surviving examples of Indian mural paintings, 

illustrating scenes from the Jataka tales with vivid colors and expressive figures.  

 

Prakrit Literature 

1. Promotion of Prakrit Language: 

● The Satavahanas played a crucial role in the proliferation of Prakrit, especially the Maharashtri dialect. This 

language became a medium for both administrative purposes and literary expression during their reign.  

 



2. Literary Works and Authors: 

● Gaha Sattasai (Gathasaptasati): Attributed to King Hāla, this anthology comprises 700 short poems in 

Maharashtri Prakrit. The verses predominantly explore themes of love and rural life, offering insights into the 

socio-cultural milieu of the time. 

● Brihatkatha: Composed by Guṇāḍhya in the Paiśācī dialect, this extensive collection of stories, though now 

lost, significantly influenced later Sanskrit works like the Kathāsaritsāgara. It underscores the narrative 

richness and imaginative depth prevalent during the Satavahana era. 

 

Conclusion 

The Satavahana period stands as a transformative epoch in Indian history, marked by remarkable advancements in 

art, architecture, and literature. Their contributions not only enriched the cultural tapestry of their time but also laid 

foundational stones for subsequent artistic and literary traditions in the Indian subcontinent.  

 


