
 

 

Date: 10-10-2025     APPSC      DAY-15 

1. Discuss the major causes and consequences of tribal uprisings against British rule in the  nineteenth century. 

Provide examples of significant revolts and their impact. 

Introduction: 

The nineteenth century witnessed numerous tribal uprisings against British rule in India. These revolts  were primarily 

driven by the disruption of tribal economies, oppressive British policies, and the loss of  traditional tribal autonomy. 

The consequences of these uprisings were significant, both for the British administration and the tribal communities 

involved. 

 

Major Causes of Tribal Uprisings 

1. Economic Disruption: 

• Land Alienation: British colonial policies often resulted in the alienation of tribal lands. The  introduction of 

private property rights, commercialization of agriculture, and the expansion of  non-tribal settlements 

disrupted traditional land use patterns. 

• Forest Laws: British forest policies restricted access to forests, which were crucial for the tribal way of life. The 

imposition of forest reserves and the exploitation of forest resources by the  British deprived tribals of their 

traditional means of subsistence. 

 

2. Oppressive British Policies: 

• Taxation: The introduction of new taxes and revenue systems placed a heavy burden on tribal communities. 

Many tribes were not accustomed to regular taxation, leading to wide spread discontent. 

• Forced Labour: Tribals were often subjected to forced labour (begar) and were coerced into working on British 

projects, such as road construction and plantation agriculture, under harsh conditions. 

 

3. Loss of Autonomy: 

• Political Interference: The British disrupted traditional tribal governance structures. Tribal chiefs and leaders 

who resisted British control were often deposed or reduced to mere  figureheads, undermining tribal authority 

and autonomy. 

• Cultural Suppression: The British often attempted to suppress tribal customs, rituals, and religious practices, 

which further alienated the tribal communities. 

 

Significant Tribal Uprisings 

1. Santal Rebellion (1855-1856): 

• Causes: The Santal Rebellion was primarily triggered by the exploitative practices of  moneylenders, landlords, 

and British officials. The Santals faced heavy taxation and land alienation. 

• Course: Led by Sido and KanhuMurmu, the Santals rose in rebellion, attacking moneylenders,  landlords, and 

British officials. The rebellion spread rapidly across the Santal Parganas region.  

• Consequences: The British eventually suppressed the rebellion with military force. The Santal Rebellion 

highlighted the grievances of the tribals and led to some administrative reforms,  including the creation of the 

Santal Parganas district. 
 

2. Bhil Uprising (1817-1819): 

• Causes: The Bhils of western India rebelled against British encroachment on their lands and forests, as well as 

the imposition of taxes and revenue demands. 

• Course: The Bhils, led by their chiefs, conducted guerrilla warfare against the British, targeting their outposts 

and supply lines. 

• Consequences: The British suppressed the Bhil uprising through military campaigns.  Subsequently, the British 

implemented measures to pacify the Bhils, including the appointment of tribal chiefs to administrative 

positions and the introduction of developmental projects.  



3. Munda Rebellion (1899-1900): 

• Causes: The Mundas of Chotanagpur, led by Birsa Munda, revolted against the exploitation by  landlords, 

moneylenders, and missionaries. The imposition of the zamindari system and the  loss of traditional land rights 

were key factors. 

• Course: Birsa Munda mobilized the Mundas through his religious and political leadership,  advocating for a 

return to traditional ways and resistance against the British and their allies.  

• Consequences: The rebellion was eventually crushed by the British. Birsa Munda was captured and died in 

prison. The Munda Rebellion led to the recognition of tribal land rights through the  Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, 

1908. 

 

4. Kuki Rebellion (1917-1919): 

• Causes: The Kuki tribes of Manipur and surrounding areas rebelled against British demands for forced labor 

and conscription during World War I. 

• Course: The Kukis, led by their chiefs, conducted coordinated attacks against British forces and infrastructure. 

• Consequences: The British responded with military force, eventually suppressing the rebellion.  The rebellion 

underscored the resistance of northeastern tribes to British interference and exploitation. 

 

Impact of Tribal Uprisings 

1. Administrative Reforms: 

In response to the uprisings, the British implemented administrative reforms aimed at pacifying the tribal regions. 

These reforms included the creation of special tribal districts, recognition of  tribal chiefs, and introduction of 

developmental projects. 

 

2. Policy Changes: 

The British were forced to re-evaluate their policies towards tribals. Some concessions were  made, such as the 

recognition of tribal land rights and the relaxation of forest laws. However,  these changes were often limited and 

aimed at preventing further rebellions rather than addressing the root causes of discontent. 

 

3. Increased Militarization: 

The British increased their military presence in tribal areas to prevent future uprisings. This  militarization led to further 

alienation and resentment among the tribals. 

 

4. Legacy of Resistance: 

The tribal uprisings left a legacy of resistance and highlighted the resilience of tribal communities. They inspired future 

generations to continue the struggle for their rights and autonomy. 

 

5. Social and Cultural Impact: 

The uprisings brought attention to the social and cultural issues faced by tribals, including land  rights, cultural 

suppression, and economic exploitation. This awareness eventually contributed to the inclusion of tribal rights in the 

Indian Constitution after independence. 

 

Conclusion 

The tribal uprisings of the nineteenth century were significant events that highlighted the deep-seated grievances of 

tribal communities against British rule. The causes of these uprisings were rooted in economic exploitation, oppressive 

policies, and the loss of traditional autonomy. While the British were able to suppress these revolts, the consequences 

included administrative reforms, policy changes, and a lasting legacy of resistance that continued to influence India's 

struggle for independence and the recognition of tribal rights. 

 

 

 

 

 



2.  Examine the significance of the Gandhian Phase (1919-1947) in the Indian independence movement. How did 

Mahatma Gandhi's strategies and principles shape the struggle for freedom? 

Introduction: 

The Gandhian Phase (1919-1947) in the Indian independence movement marked a transformative  period that 

significantly shaped the trajectory of India's struggle for freedom. Mahatma Gandhi's  strategies and principles 

introduced a new dimension to the nationalist movement, emphasizing non- violence, civil disobedience, and mass 

mobilization. This period was crucial in uniting diverse sections of Indian society and intensifying the demand for 

complete independence from British rule. 

 

Significance of the Gandhian Phase (1919-1947) 

1. Introduction of Non-Violent Resistance: 

• Non-Violence (Ahimsa): Gandhi's unwavering commitment to non-violence became the cornerstone of the 

Indian independence movement. This principle not only distinguished the  Indian struggle from other global 

independence movements but also garnered international support and sympathy. 

• Civil Disobedience: Gandhi advocated for non-cooperation with the British authorities, encouraging Indians 

to boycott British goods, institutions, and services. This strategy aimed to undermine the colonial economy 

and administrative machinery without resorting to violence. 

 

2. Mass Mobilization and Inclusivity: 

• Mass Participation: Gandhi's ability to mobilize masses from various sections of society,  including peasants, 

workers, women, and the untouchables (Dalits), transformed the  independence movement into a broad-

based popular struggle. His inclusive approach helped bridge social divides and create a united front against 

colonial rule. 

• Salt March (Dandi March): The Salt March in 1930 was a pivotal event that exemplified Gandhi's strategy of 

involving ordinary Indians in the fight against oppressive laws. This act of  civil disobedience against the salt tax 

galvanized nationwide participation and highlighted the unjust nature of British policies. 

 

3. Emphasis on Self-Reliance and Economic Independence: 

• Swadeshi Movement: Gandhi promoted the Swadeshi movement, advocating for the boycott of foreign goods 

and the revival of indigenous industries. This emphasis on self -reliance aimed to weaken British economic 

dominance and foster national pride. 

• Khadi and Village Industries: Gandhi encouraged the use of khadi (hand-spun cloth) and the development of 

village industries as symbols of resistance to British industrial products. This  not only provided economic 

opportunities for rural populations but also reinforced the idea of  self-sufficiency. 

 

4. Social Reform and Upliftment: 

• Eradication of Untouchability: Gandhi's campaign against untouchability and his efforts to integrate Dalits 

into mainstream society were integral to his vision of a free India. His work in this area aimed to eliminate 

social inequalities and promote unity. 

• Women's Participation: Gandhi actively involved women in the independence movement, recognizing their 

crucial role in achieving social and political change. This participation marked a significant step towards gender 

equality in Indian society. 

 

5. Political Strategies and Negotiations: 

• Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922): Gandhi's leadership during the Non-Cooperation Movement 

marked a significant escalation in the struggle for independence. Although the  movement was suspended 

following the Chauri Chaura incident, it demonstrated the potential of mass non-violent resistance. 

• Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-1934): This movement, marked by the Salt March, further intensified the 

push for independence. Despite facing repression, the movement sustained pressure on the British 

government and highlighted the resolve of the Indian populace. 



• Quit India Movement (1942): The Quit India Movement, launched during World War II, was a decisive call for 

British withdrawal from India. Despite severe crackdowns, the movement demonstrated the determination of 

Indians to achieve immediate independence. 

 

Impact of Gandhi's Strategies and Principles 

1. National and International Impact: 

• Unity and Solidarity: Gandhi's strategies fostered a sense of unity and solidarity among Indians,  transcending 

regional, religious, and social divisions. His emphasis on non-violence and moral integrity provided a unifying 

framework for diverse groups. 

• International Support: Gandhi's non-violent approach and ethical stance gained widespread admiration and 

support from the international community. This external support added moral pressure on the British to grant 

India independence. 

 

2. Decolonization Influence: 

• Global Influence: Gandhi's principles of non-violence and civil disobedience influenced other decolonization 

movements worldwide. Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela drew inspiration from Gandhi's 

methods in their struggles for civil rights and freedom. 

• End of Colonial Rule: Gandhi's strategies were instrumental in undermining the legitimacy of  British rule in 

India, paving the way for negotiations that eventually led to India's independence  in 1947. 

 

Conclusion 

The Gandhian Phase (1919-1947) was a transformative period in the Indian independence movement,  marked by 

Mahatma Gandhi's innovative strategies and principled leadership. His emphasis on non- violence, mass mobilization, 

self-reliance, and social reform significantly shaped the struggle for freedom, uniting diverse sections of society and 

intensifying the demand for independence. Gandhi's influence extended beyond India's borders, inspiring global 

movements for justice and freedom, and leaving an enduring legacy in the annals of world history. 


